
Crystal City #47

COVID-19 Guidelines and Protocols

2021-2022 School Year

**The guidelines and protocols outlined in this document are subject to

revision as needed to reflect local, state, and federal guidance.
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Crystal City School District Return to School Document

This document is based on our local leadership decisions, which have been derived from
guidelines established by local government and health authorities, based upon current
factors and information.

This is a “working document” and is subject to change as new information is obtained and
regulations evolve at the local, state and regional levels.

It is important to note that while the District will make every effort to provide a safe
and healthy environment for our students and staff, there are inherent risks with
participation in group activities.  Therefore, the District cannot guarantee that your
child will not be exposed to a virus or those who may have been affected.  School
safety for staff and students will continue to be priority of the District.

Commentary Regarding COVID-19 Guidelines and Protocols

● The COVID-19 guidelines developed and presented below follow all applicable
local, state, and federal guidelines and incorporate many best practices
advocated by school associations and groups.

● The Crystal City School District is committed to providing a quality education to
all students, while ensuring their safety and well-being.

● Parents/guardians with questions or concerns are asked to contact their building
administrator.

General Information for Students and Staff

● Students and staff will be encouraged to wash / sanitize hands during the day.
● Students and staff will participate in temperature checks on an as-needed basis as

determined by District Administration.
● Hand sanitizer will be provided at multiple locations throughout buildings.
● When students are physically present on campus, face coverings will be highly

recommended when social distancing is not possible, including on buses
(Board of Education Approved-December 21)

● Students may bring personal water bottles from home, but bottles must be
plastic or metal, and in a clean, sanitary condition.

● Social distancing will be observed to the extent possible by all staff and students.
● Student activities and athletics will be conducted as usual to the extent they are

permissible under local, state, and federal guidance.
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Symptoms of COVID-19

● People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported, ranging from
mild symptoms to severe illness.  Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to
the virus. The following are examples of symptoms:

o Fever or chills
o Cough
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
o Fatigue
o Muscle or body aches
o Headache
o New loss of taste or smell
o Sore throat
o Congestion or runny nose
o Nausea or vomiting
o Diarrhea

This list does not include all possible symptoms and will be updated as more is learned
about COVID-19.

Daily Screening Guidance for Students
We have a culture of working or going to school when one is sick. We must work towards
changing that culture and encourage everyone to stay home when they are feeling ill.

The Department of Health and Senior Services and the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education advise districts not to implement screening procedures that would
force bottlenecks at building entry points, “creating unnecessary situations where students
cannot maintain adequate physical distance from one another.”

Therefore, all families are required to self-assess their daily health situation prior to getting
on the bus, attending school, or attending/participating in other extracurricular event(s) in
order to determine if they are ill or are at risk of exposing others to COVID-19.

If students answer yes to any of the following questions, they should NOT come to school
that day. Absences should be reported by calling your child’s building attendance number
listed below.

Individuals are advised to contact a healthcare provider if they exhibit symptoms or
answered YES to any screening question(s).

District Staff will also be watching for signs and symptoms of illness as students enter the
building and classrooms.
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Administer health screening when anyone is entering the building:

● Student screenings will be the responsibility of the students' parents/guardian. 
● Each staff member will be responsible for asking themselves the (8) essential

questions:
● Today or in the past 24 hours have you had any of the following symptoms?

o Do you have a temperature greater than 100.4 for children and greater than
100 for adults?

o Do you have a household member or close contact with someone who has
been diagnosed with COVID-19 in the past two weeks?

o Do you have symptoms of lower respiratory illness such as a new or
worsening cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing?

o Have you experienced any chills or repeated shaking with chills?
o Have you experienced any muscle pain or headache (different than normal

exercise-induced pain or your seasonal allergies or other diagnosed
condition)?

o Have you experienced any sore throat (different than your seasonal allergies
or other diagnosed condition)?

o Have you experienced any recent loss of taste or smell?
o Have you experienced any recent diarrhea or vomiting?

Crystal City #47
2021-2022
COVID Plan

Updated on December 21, 2021

The Crystal City #47 School District recently received notification from the Jefferson County
Health Department (JCHD) that the JCHD will no longer mandate that school districts
contact trace and issue quarantines, and that the district should no longer issue the “notice
of quarantine” letter from the JCHD.  Therefore, the Crystal City #47 School District will
follow our district Communicable Disease Policy EBB, as we have done in the past for
communicable diseases. This means the district will no longer be contact tracing or issuing
JCHD quarantines for exposures that occur at school. Our in-school data has shown that
when students are exposed to COVID-19 at school, it typically does not lead to widespread
transmission. 

Our communicable disease policy still requires us to exclude students who are “liable to
transmit the contagious or infectious disease,” therefore, we will continue to exclude
students who have tested positive for COVID-19 for 10 days. Our data has shown that
out-of-school exposures typically lead to transmission; therefore, out-of-school, household
exposures will likely still be excluded from school. Exclusion from other out-of-school
exposures will be based on the communicable disease policy. 
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Since we are all aware that at any time, when outside in the public, anyone could be
exposed to someone who has COVID-19, we encourage you to closely monitor your child
for signs and symptoms of COVID-19 daily and keep your child home from school if he or
she develops any symptoms. If your child will be absent due to the development of
symptoms, please call your child’s school to report the absence and then ask to speak to
the nurse’s office staff in order to determine a return-to-school date. 

Summer School and Beyond
According to the CDC COVID Data Tracker, although children can be infected with COVID-19
and can spread the virus to others, less than 10% of COVID-19 cases in the United States
have been among children and adolescents ages 5–17 years according to the CDC.

Compared with adults, children and adolescents who have COVID-19 are more commonly
asymptomatic (never develop symptoms) or have mild, non-specific symptoms.

● This means we have had COVID-positive students in our building who were not even
aware.

● The lack of ability for schools to enforce mitigation techniques is becoming a
growing concern across the country; half of all teachers surveyed by Education Week
said they could not properly social distance students in their classrooms.  In this
same survey, teachers reported varying results of proper mask wearing in
classrooms. Mitigations will continue to become more difficult to enforce.

● Many states like Texas, Iowa, and Alabama (including Missouri) schools have already
started removing mask mandates in schools with little or no effect on positivity rates
amongst students. (See Index A)

Evidence from several studies suggests that children and adolescents may be less
commonly infected with COVID-19 than adults. The reasons for this are unclear but may be
related to biology or decreased ACE2 receptors in the respiratory track. ACE2 receptors are
like doors on a cell that allow viruses to enter.

What we Know:
● Children are less likely to develop severe illness or die from COVID-19. Information

reported to the National Center for Health Statistics indicates there have been 203
COVID-19 deaths worldwide in the ages of 0-18 years of age.  Although rates of
severe outcomes from COVID-19 including mortality and hospitalization in
school-aged children are low, occurrence of severe disease resulting in
hospitalization and intensive care unit (ICU) admissions are evident at higher rates
during childhood among Hispanic ethnicity and African Americans. Additionally,
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other underlying medical conditions are also more commonly reported among
children who are hospitalized or admitted to an ICU.

● When outbreaks occur in school settings, they tend to result in increased
transmission among teachers and school staff rather than among students.

● There was no association between in-person learning and community spread.

● Evidence suggests that staff-to-staff transmission is more common than
transmission from students to staff, staff to student, or student to student. A study in
a Georgia school district found evidence of teacher-to-teacher transmission in break
rooms. Recommended physical distance between adults in schools is still 6 feet.

● Consistent with recommendations from World Health Organization (WHO) and the
American Academy of Pediatrics, using a distance of at least 3 feet between students
in classrooms could provide a feasible definition of physical distancing so long as
other prevention measures are maximized.

● Findings from several studies suggest that COVID-19 transmission among students
is relatively rare.

What This Means for Crystal City #47
Crystal City #47 will highly recommend masks (Board of Education Approved on December
21) for staff and students, starting in Summer School 2021 and continue through the
2021-22 School Year.

● Masks will be required on school buses. (This is a federal mandate.)

● Crystal City #47 will strongly encourage vaccination for anyone eligible.

● Crystal City #47 will continue to social distance to the greatest extent possible.

● Crystal City#47 will encourage students and staff to social distance, and get
vaccinated when possible.

● DESE will no longer offer AMI-X days (Virtual Learning days due to COVID-19) for
the 2021-2022 school year.

● The Resolution for COVID days for staff will expire on June 30, 2021 and the district
will no longer offer COVID Relief Days to unvaccinated staff.

● Crystal City #47 will use seating charts in classrooms to assist in contact tracing.

● Crystal City #47 will use a Risk Level Chart to determine if and when masks will
need to be reinstituted.
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● Crystal City #47 will offer full time virtual learning through the MOCAP program
only.

● Continued education and practice of good hygiene, respiratory etiquette, and
frequent handwashing consistent with CDC Guidelines.  Signage pertaining to proper
hygiene and respiratory etiquette is posted throughout each building

Hand Washing—Staff and Students
The District will:

● Recommend hand washing upon entering the building, before eating, after eating,
before any group activities and before boarding buses.

● Recommend hand washing any time the face/mouth are touched.
● Provide hand sanitizer in classrooms and hand sanitizing stations throughout the

building.

Respiratory Etiquette-Students will be encouraged to follow the recommendations listed for
respiratory etiquette

● Cover their mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, or use the
inside of their elbow.

● Throw used tissues into no-touch trash cans and immediately wash hands with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

● If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer containing at least 60%
alcohol.

Cleaning and Disinfecting - The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has
provided guidelines regarding cleaning and disinfecting the buildings and other related areas.
The District will:

● Require the use of disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting.
● More frequent cleaning and disinfection will be required based on the level of use.
● High touch surfaces and objects (such as tables, doorknobs, light switches,

countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, sinks, etc.) in public
places will be cleaned and disinfected regularly throughout the day.

● Utilization of EPA-registered household disinfectants, properly diluted bleach
solutions, or alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol.

Special Education
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● Specialized instruction will be provided as state in each student’s Individualized
Education Program (IEP) according to State and Federal Regulations.  If you have
any questions, please contact Taylor Massa (Director of Student Services)

massat@crystal.k12.mo.us

636-937-4411 x2050
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